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Corridor: Typically defi ned as a ‘travel shed,’ an area where trips tend to cluster in a general linear pat-
tern, with feeder routes linking to trunk lines that carry longer distance trips in a metropolitan area.

Cultural resources: Those resources that possess qualiti es of signifi cance in nati onal, state, or local histo-
ry, architecture, archaeology, and culture and which are present in districts, sites, structures, and objects 
that possess integrity of locati on, design, setti  ng, materials, workmanship, and associati on. 

Dedicati on: The transfer of private property to public ownership upon writt en acceptance.

Density: The number of dwelling units permitt ed per one acre of land.

a. Gross Density: The numerical value obtained by dividing the total number of dwelling units in a 
development by the gross area of the tract of land (in acres) within a development. This would in-
clude all nonresidenti al land uses and private streets of the development, as well as right-of-way of 
dedicated streets; the result being the number of dwelling units per gross acre of land. 
b. Net Density: The numerical value obtained by dividing the total number of dwelling units in a 
development by the area of the actual tract of land (in acres) upon which the dwelling units are pro-
posed to be located and including common open space and associated recreati onal faciliti es within 
the area; the result being the number of dwelling units per net residenti al acre of land. Net density 
calculati ons exclude rights-of-way of publicly dedicated streets and private streets. 

Design standards:  A set of guidelines defi ning parameters to be followed in a site or building design
and development.

Developer: A person who divides an original tract into more than four (4) lots or whose subdivision of 
land would otherwise require the fi ling of a major subdivision plat. 

Development: Any building, constructi on, renovati on, mining, extracti on, dredging, fi lling, excavati on, or 
drilling acti vity or operati on; any material change in the use or appearance of any structure or in the land
itself; the division of land into parcels; any change in the intensity or use of land, such as an increase in 
the number of dwelling units in a structure or a change to a commercial or industrial use from a less in-
tensive use; any acti vity that alters a shore, beach, seacoast, river, stream, lake, pond, canal, marsh, dune 
area, woodlands, wetland, endangered species habitat, aquifer or other resource area, including coastal 
constructi on or other acti vity.

Development incenti ve: Measure that can be taken, usually by a governing agency, to encourage certain 
types of developments.

Development plan: A plan, including text and graphics, submitt ed with an applicati on for a zoning map 
amendment which shows the general placement, design, intended use and size of buildings; internal 
streets and accesses to existi ng streets; landscape and buff ering areas; a plan for sewage disposal; and a 
plan for fi re protecti on.
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Easement: A legal interest in land, granted by the owner to another person, which allows that person(s) 
the use of all or a porti on of the owner’s land, generally for a stated purpose including but not limited to 
access or placement of uti liti es. 

Economic development: Any change in a community that enables greater producti on, increased employ-
ment, and a bett er distributi on of goods and services.

Employment center: An area of higher-intensity uses that typically employ hundreds or thousands of 
people and is master planned as a unit even if it consists of more than one parcel.

Environmental sensiti ve area: Any area in which plant or animal life or their habitats are either rare or  
especially valuable because of their special nature or role in an ecosystem and which could be easily dis-
turbed or degraded by human acti viti es and developments.

Farmstead: That porti on of a farm designated for accessory dwellings and other buildings necessary to 
the farm’s operati on.

Fees in lieu of dedicati on: Cash payments that may be required of an owner or developer as a substi tute 
for a dedicati on of land, usually calculated in dollars per lot, and referred to as in-lieu fees or in-lieu
contributi ons.

Fire fl ow: The fl ow of water required to exti nguish a largest probable fi re served by a water facility.

Flood, 100-year: A standard adopted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to identi fy
areas where there exists a 1 percent annual chance of a fl ood occurring.

Floodplain: The land area suscepti ble to inundati on by water as a result of the fl ood.

Focal point: An identi fi able area of the county, which because of its homogeneous character was identi -
fi ed under the 1990 Comprehensive Plan as deserving special considerati on with respect to infi ll or pe-
ripheral development.  See below for applicability within this plan. 

Focal point plan: A detailed land use and faciliti es plan prepared as part of the 1990 Comprehensive 
Plan, which considered the internal characteristi cs of a Focal Point and a physical, social and economic 
relati onship between the Focal Point and the balance of the Planning Unit. Such plans were intended to 
supplement the policies of the 1990 Comprehensive Plan with respect to land use, density, community, 
faciliti es and traffi  c fl ows within a specifi c Focal Point. Some pre-existi ng Focal Point Plans will conti nue 
to be in eff ect will conti nue to be in eff ect under the Focus 2030 Comprehensive Plan (refer to the Future 
Land Use Element). 

Freight: Goods, merchandise, substances, materials, and commoditi es of any kind that may be transport-
ed or transferred from one place to another by air, rail, or motor-carrier.
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Geographic informati on systems (GIS): A computer system that stores and links non-graphic att ributes 
or geographically referenced data with graphic map features.

Goal: Broad statement of what the community hopes to accomplish (statements of intent). Goals de-
scribe future expected outcomes or states. They provide programmati c directi on, focusing on ends 
rather than means.

Green building: Structures that incorporate the principles of sustainable design, in which the impact of a
building on the environment will be minimal over the lifeti me of that building.

Greenways: A system of linear parks, alternati ve transportati on routes, and/or natural areas, which pro-
vides passive recreati onal opportuniti es, pedestrian and/or bicycle paths, and conserves open space, as 
indicated in a greenway plan adopted by the commission.For the purposes of this Plan, the term is syn-
onymous with “greenbelt.”

Green space: Permanently reserved and maintained areas of unbuilt-on land which is landscaped with 
grasses, fl owering plants, shrubbery, trees and other natural and man made landscape materials. 

Growth management: The use of a wide range of techniques in combinati on to determine the amount, 
type, and rate of development desired by the community and to channel that growth into designated 
areas.

Habitat: The physical locati on or type of environment in which an organism or biological populati on lives 
or occurs.

Historic district: A district or zone designated by a local authority or state or federal government within 
which buildings, structures, appurtenances, and places are of basic and vital importance because of their 
associati on with history; or because of their unique architectural style and scale, including color, propor-
ti on, form, and architectural detail; or because of their being a part of or related to a square, park, or 
area the design or general arrangement of which should be preserved or developed according to a fi xed 
plan based on cultural, historical, or architectural moti ves or purposes.

Industrial: Of, relati ng to, concerning, or arising from the assembling, fabricati on, fi nishing, manufactur-
ing, packaging, or processing of goods, or mineral extracti on.

Industrial park: An assembly of land which provides faciliti es for business and industry consistent with a 
comprehensive plan and restricti ons. It is designed to insure compati bility between the individual opera-
ti ons within the park and the character of the community in which the park is located. It provides protec-
ti on, through good design, to facilitate truck and other traffi  c, provide for proper setbacks, and establish 
lot size, land use rati o, architectural provisions, landscaping requirements and specifi c use requirements 
all for the purpose of promoti ng the degrees of openness and park-like character which are appropriate 
to harmonious integrati on into the neighborhood. These must be of suffi  cient size and must be suitably 
zoned to protect the surrounding areas from being devoted to less restricti ve uses. 
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Infi ll development: The development of vacant or parti ally developed parcels which are surrounded
by or in close proximity to areas that are substanti ally or fully developed.

Infi ll site: Any vacant lot or parcel within developed areas of the city or county, where at least 80 percent 
of the land within a 300-foot radius of the site has been developed, and where water, sewer, streets, 
schools, and fi re protecti on have already been developed and are provided.

Infrastructure: Public faciliti es and services necessary to sustain the functi oning of a community and on 
which growth depends, such as potable water systems; wastewater disposal systems; solid waste dispos-
al sites or retenti on areas; storm drainage systems; electric, gas, or other uti liti es; telecommunicati ons 
systems; bridges; roadways; bicycle paths or trails; pedestrian sidewalks, paths, or trails. Infrastructure 
may also include community sevices such as parks, libraries, emergency responders, jails, etc. 

Karst: A landscape shaped by the dissoluti on of a layer or layers of soluble bedrock, usually carbonate 
rock such as limestone or dolomite. Karst regions, such as that where Warren County is located, display 
disti ncti ve surface features, with sinkholes being the most common.

Land use: The occupati on or use of land or water area for any human acti vity or any purpose. 

Level of service (LOS) standard: An indicator of the extent or degree of service provided by, or proposed 
to be provided by, a public facility based on and related to the operati onal characteristi cs of the facility. 
“Level of service” shall indicate the capacity per unit of demand for each public facility.

Lot of record: For the purposes of the policies in this Plan, any lot which is one unit of a plat duly ap-
proved and fi led prior to the adopti on of the Plan. 

Mixed-use: The development of a tract of land or a building or structure with two or more diff erent uses 
such as but not limited to residenti al, offi  ce, retail, public, or entertainment, in a compact urban form.

Neighborhood: A subarea of the city or county in which the residents share a common identi ty focused 
around a school, park, community business center, or other features. A neighborhood may be defi ned by 
boundaries determined by physical barriers, such as major highways and railroads, or natural features, 
such as rivers.

Neighborhood planning: A process by which members of the community develop plans to manage fu-
ture development in their neighborhoods.

On-site sewage disposal plan: That part of a General Development Plan or a subdivision plan which 
identi fi es areas not suitable for on-site sewage disposal systems so that lots will not be created which do 
not have adequate space available for an on-site sewage disposal system outside the area not suitable 
for such systems. 
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Open space:  Land set aside as common open space in a development that is designed and intended 
for the common use or enjoyment of the residents or occupants of that development. Such open space 
must be usable for passive or acti ve recreati onal use or suitable for resource protecti on. It shall not in-
clude the rights-of-way of engineered, non-accessible fl ood-control channels or inaccessible uti lity ease-
ments; areas devoted to parking, vehicular traffi  c, or private use; or any other area which does not pro-
vide a recreati onal and scenic benefi t to either the parti cular development or surrounding environment.

Park: Any public or private (not-for-profi t) land or facility designed to serve the recreati on needs of the 
residents of a community. Such faciliti es include subdivision recreati on faciliti es, community parks, re-
gional parks, and special use faciliti es such as public squares, recreati on centers, cemeteries, and others 
meeti ng the above defi niti on. 

Park, Community: A park ranging from thirty to one hundred acres in size designed to sati sfy the 
recreati onal and open space demand of the community as a whole. Faciliti es typically provided in 
a community park include: playground areas, picnic faciliti es, natural/open areas, swimming pools, 
athleti c fi elds, tennis courts, basketball/volleyball courts; rest rooms, horseshoe pits, and a recre-
ati onal center building. A community park may also serve as a neighborhood park for surrounding 
residents. 

Park, Mini: A park less than one acre in land area, which serves a limited populati on living no more 
than a quarter of a mile from the park site. 

Park, Neighborhood:  A park ranging in size from six to thirty acres designed to sati sfy the recre-
ati onal and open space demands for the surrounding neighborhood. Faciliti es typically provided 
within a neighborhood park include playground equipment, tennis courts, basketball/volleyball 
courts, picnic faciliti es, natural area, rest rooms and a central building.

Park, Regional: A park which is a minimum of 200 acres in size, serves several communiti es or a mul-
ti county region, and may be conti guous with or encompassing natural resources. 

Pedestrian-oriented (also pedestrian-friendly): Development designed with an emphasis primarily on 
pedestrian comfort, including focus on the the street sidewalk and on pedestrian access to the site and 
building, rather than on auto access and parking areas.

Planning: The decision-making process in which goals and objecti ves are established, existi ng resources 
and conditi ons analyzed, strategies developed, and controls enacted to achieve the goals and objecti ves 
of a community plan.

Policy: Clear, realisti c, specifi c statements that tell how to meet a goal. Policies address ends to be ob-
tained.

Purchase of development rights (PDR): A public program to pay landowners the fair market value of 
their development rights in exchange for a permanent conservati on easement that restricts develop-



G
lo

ss
a

ry

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWaaaaaaaarrrrrrreeen CCoountyy/Bowlinnggggg GGGrrreeeeeeennnn 
FFFFFFFFFoooooooccccccuuusss 2222003330 Coomprehennnnsssssivvvveeee PPPPllaannn

APP-67

2nd D R A F T
ment of the property. PDR programs are strictly voluntary and are usually funded by the sale of bonds or 
property tax revenues.

Right-of-way: A strip of land acquired by reservati on, dedicati on, prescripti on, or condemnati on and in-
tended to be occupied by a street, trail, water line, sanitary sewer, and/or other public uti liti es or faciliti es.

Rural: A sparsely developed area where the land is primarily used for farming, forestry, resource extrac-
ti on, very low-density residenti al uses, or open space uses.

Rural character road: A scenic corridor where abutti  ng properti es are sparsely developed and rural in use, 
as defi ned above.

Rural road: A designati on placed upon public roads and arterials which requires street improvements 
commensurate with low density or rural development. The rural designati on may be used in combinati on 
with local,  local arterial, secondary arterial, and primary arterial street classifi cati ons

Scenic: Pertaining to natural features of the landscape that are visually signifi cant or unique.

Scenic corridor: The visible land area outside the highway right-of-way and generally described as the 
view from the road. A corridor which off ers an unhindered view of natural scenic resources and aestheti c 
values, which can be specifi cally designated for protecti on and enhancement.

Special Focal Points: areas in Warren County which have received special designati on as historic sites or 
districts or unique geologic sites or which have been designated as wildlife refuges; the area included in 
the Airport’s Off -site Land Use Plan; and the Sixth Class Citi es and established rural communiti es in War-
ren County. 

Stormwater management: The collecti ng, conveyance, channeling, holding, retaining, detaining, infi ltrat-
ing, diverti ng, treati ng, or fi ltering of surface water, ground water, and/or runoff , together with applicable 
managerial (nonstructural) measures.

Stormwater runoff : The direct runoff  of water resulti ng from precipitati on in any form.

Street classifi cati on: The assignment of roads into categories according to the character of service they 
provide in relati on to the total road network.

Strip Development: A mix of development, usually commercial, usually one lot deep, that fronts on a ma-
jor street. 

Sustainable development: Development that maintains or enhances economic opportunity and commu-
nity well-being, while protecti ng and restoring the natural environment. Sustainable development meets 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generati ons to meet their own needs.
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Tier: A porti on of the County where the provision of public faciliti es and services is disti nguishably diff er-
ent from other areas of the County. A tool called the Tier System is used in the Future Land Use Element 
to direct growth and development towards those areas, or ti ers, that have available infrastructure or 
where such infrastructure can be easily provided. 

Traffi  c calming: A concept fundamentally concerned with reducing the adverse impact of motor vehicles 
on builtup areas. Usually involves reducing vehicle speeds, providing more space for pedestrians and cy-
clists, and improving the local environment.

Urban services: Services, uti liti es, and faciliti es normally provided within an urban area which include 
police and fi re protecti on, water, sewer, and drainage and electric uti liti es, schools, cultural and recre-
ati onal faciliti es. 

Warren County: Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, references to Warren County are refer-
ences to the Planning Unit. 




