
 

 
 

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

DESIGN 
GUIDELINES, 

BOWLING GREEN, 
KENTUCKY 1993 

Revised, June 2006 
 

1141 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-842-1953                    270-842-1282 fax 

www.warrenpc.org/historicpreservationboard.htm



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines, Bowling Green, KY 1993, Rev. June 2006 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
"This publication was funded in part by a grant from the Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service, under the provisions of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and subsequent amendments. The opinions expressed 
herein are not necessarily those of the Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service. This grant was administered by the Kentucky Heritage Council which 
serves as the State Historic Preservation Office." 
 
This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and 
protection of historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or handicap in 
its federally assisted programs. If you believe you have been discriminated 
against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you require 
further information, please write to: 
 
Office for Equal Opportunity 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
These Design Guidelines were prepared by the Historic Preservation Board with 
contributions from Jonathan Jeffrey, Richard Pfefferkorn and Thomason and 
Associates.  It was updated in 2005 by the Historic Preservation Board.  The 
purpose of the update was to correct inaccurate information, add photographs to 
provide examples to the user, and to update the Guidelines to reflect the HPB’s 
change from a city review board to a city-county review board.  It was not the 
intent of the 2005 update to change the “rules” of the Guidelines.  Owners of 
property with Local Historic Designation were notified by mail and by advertising 
in the Daily News about the 2005 update and the public hearing which was held 
on June 7th, 5pm, at the HPB’s regularly scheduled meeting at the offices of the 
Planning Commission. 
 
Images were contributed by the National Park Service, Laura Cohen and the 
Historic Preservation Board. 



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines, Bowling Green, KY 1993, Rev. June 2006 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
SECTION I:  INTRODUCTION 

Local Preservation & Design Review i 
Why Establish Design Guidelines iii 
Overall Approach & Policy iv 
Historical Overview v 
Architectural Styles:  Residential vii 
Architectural Styles:  Commercial xv 

 
SECTION 2: HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

Historic Designation 1 
National Register Listing in Bowling Green and Warren County 2 
Local Historic Designation in Bowling Green and Warren County 2 

 
SECTION 3: RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 

3.1   Landscape 5 
3.2   Lighting 6 
3.3   Fences 7 
3.4   Driveways & Parking Areas 8 
3.5   Siding 9 
3.6   Masonry  10 
3.7   Foundation Walls 13 
3.8   Porches 14 
3.9   Entrances 17 
3.10 Staricase 21 
3.11 Windows 21 
3.12 Roofs 25 
3.13 Architectural Ornamentation 28 
3.14 Paint & Stain 29 
3.15 HVAC and Air Conditioning Units 31 
3.16 Awnings 32 
3.17 Solar Panels 33 
3.18 Recreational Structures and Facilities 33 
3.19 Satellite Dishes 34 
3.20 Outbuildings 34 
3.21 Residential Signage 35 

 
SECTION 4: RESIDENTIAL—NEW CONSTRUCTION 

4.1   Reconstruction 39 
4.2   Height 40 
4.3   Primary Entrances 41 
4.4   Porches 41 
4.5   Doors and Windows 42 
4.6   Distances Between Buildings 43 
4.7   Roof Forms and Orientation 43 
4.8   Additions 44 
4.9   Materials for New Construction 45 
4.10  On Site Parking 46 
4.11  Relocation 46 
4.12  Demolition 47 

 
 



Historic Preservation Design Guidelines, Bowling Green, KY 1993, Rev. June 2006 
 

SECTION 5: COMMERCIAL DESIGN 
5.1   Landscaping 49 
5.2   Lighting 50 
5.3   Parking 50 
5.4   Signs 51 
5.5   Rehabilitation 53 
5.6   Store Fronts 54 
5.7   Entrances 54 
5.8   Doors 55 
5.9   Display Windows 55 
5.10  Bulkheads 56 
5.11  Belt Courses 57 
5.12  Upper Facades 57 
5.13  Windows 57 
5.14  Cornices 48 
5.15  Roofs 59 
5.16  Architectural Features 59 
5.17  Paint 60 
5.18  Awnings 60 
5.19  Secondary Façade Features 61 
5.20  Masonry, Walls, and Foundations 62 

 
 
SECTION 6:  COMMERCIAL—NEW CONSTRUCTION 

6.1   Additions 65 
6.2   New Construction 65 
6.3   Demolitions 66 
  

 
SECTION 7:  REVIEW PROCESS 

Obtaining a COA 69 
Enforcement 71 
Certificate of Economic Hardship 72 
Demolition by Neglect 73 
Points to Remember 76 
About the HPB 76 

 
SECTION 8:  DEFINITIONS 

Procedural Definitions 77 
Technical Definitions 77 
Architectural Terms 79 

 
APPENDIX A: SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR 
REHABILITATION 
 
APPENDIX B:  MAPS OF LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

• College Hill Local Historic District 
• Downtown Commercial Local Historic District 
• Upper East Main Local Historic District 

 
APPENDIX C:  WEB RESOURCES 


